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Universities have launched outreach programs to enhance their ethnic diversity, yet
little developmental research examines students pathways to college. This study com-
pares capital models (highlighting family background) with challenge models (high-
lighting students’ challenges and resources) in predicting pathways to college. The
Bridging Multiple Worlds Model frames this longitudinal study of 120 African Ameri-
can and Latino youth in outreach programs. We examined students’ family back-
grounds; challenges and resources across family, school, peer, and community
worlds; and high school math pathways as predictors of college eligibility and enroll-
ment. African American students more typically had U. S. born, college-educated par-
ents, and Latino students, immigrant parents with high school education or less. Sec-
ond, students saw parents as greater resources than teachers, siblings, and
themselves; peers and teachers were their greatest challenges. Youth distinguished
resources and challenges more by their source than form. Third, high school math and
English grades rose and fell together, with early math grades predicting college eligi-
bility. Five math pathways emerged. steady, slowly declining, rapidly declining, in-
- creasing, and “back on track” toward college, but pathways did not always predict
- college choices. Fourth, although family background predicted few outcomes, par-

ents’and teachers’help and siblings’ challenges predicted grades, eligibility, and ad-

mission to prestigious colleges. Findings highlight both capital and challenge models

for science, policy, and programs involving diversity and equity.
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In the United States, as each cohort of students
moves through secondary school to college, the per-+
centage of African American and Latino adolescents.
shrinks, a pattern that has become known as the aca-
demic pipeline problem (Gandara, Larson, Mehan, &
Rumberger, 1998; Geiser, 1996). A key indicator of
college eligibility, revealed in studies of nationally
representative samples, is the sequence of math
classes students take in high school. Asian American
students take more advanced college-preparatory
math than European American students, and both
groups take more college-prep math than African
American or Latino students (Catsambis, 1994; Dav-
enport, Davidson, Kuang, Ding, Kim, & Kwak,
1998). Research is moving beyond ethnic group dif-
ferences to map variation within groups and similari-
ties across them in conditions that enhance college
and career choices of ethnically diverse students
(Gandara, 1995).






